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In pursuit of a cure for 
pediatric cancer, East held 
its first MiniTHON on Friday, 
March 4. Thanks to the work 
of students and faculty, East 
is now part of the largest 
student-run philanthropy in 
the world that is committed 
to the lives of children and 
families that have been 
impacted by childhood 
cancer. Penn State, where 
THON is held, raises money 
to continue the fight through 
their 46-hour dance 
marathons each year.  
 
Many of our teachers 
graduated from Penn State 
and one of them is Mr. 
Pierangeli. While at Penn 
State, Mr. P. was a committee member for collecting food donations and a “morale,” a supporter for the 
dancers. 
 
When asked about the Mini THON at East, Mr. Pierangeli said, “I hope people realize how much you, as 
students, can do, if you work together and if you care about something, I think that’s what was amazing 
about THON is that it was a student-run organization.” He hopes that this idea stays with us and carries 
over to other clubs at East. “It’s new and we can take on our own image of it, through the speakers and 
families that show up and our East community.” 
 
The week before THON, students were asked about the fundraiser to pump them up. One of the first 
questions that were asked was about team names; Graceanne Donohue’s team used the name “Dancers 

for Cancer.” Morgan Clow’s team was “The Cancer Conquerors.” To be a part of the event, each team 
had to collect 50 dollars per teammate to participate. Some students ended up asking family members 
for the money, but some students had unique ways of fundraising the money. Tre Jones, a senior, and his 
team sold pretzels, while Courtney Keen, a junior, and her team put a can in Spatola’s Pizza to raise their 
money. 
 
Each team had the opportunity to sign up for three events and, when asked what their events were and 
what they were most excited for, Barney Amor, a junior from the Cancer Crushers said, “bubble soccer, I’m 
pretty pumped about pushing people down.” Maggie Vetter, from the Cancer Dancers, said she was 
signed up for all sports, but was most excited for bubble soccer. Most students were the most excited to 
either play or watch bubble soccer. On the day of THON all the students sported their t-shirts until it was 
time to be dismissed.         
 

 

First Annual MiniTHON 
By Emily Pearson 
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The Patriot is a student publication 

of Central Bucks High School East 

2804 Holicong Rd 

Doylestown, PA  18902 

 

The opinions stated in The Patriot 

do not necessarily reflect the 

opinions of the students, admin-

istration, faculty, or staff of Cen-

tral Bucks High School East. 

 

Interested in writing for The 

Patriot? Anyone is welcome to 

write. Email Mr. Bercik at 

sbercik@cbsd.org. Come with 

ideas for articles, photographs, 

opinions, and more! Look for our 

publication on the East website. 
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Photos by Kayla Storm and Michelle Glitzer  

Seniors Paige Mazzacano and Lilly Goldberg Junior Joe Thiroway  

Junior Girls  Hannah and Andrew Zach compete in bubble soccer. 

FRONT ROW:  Mr. Dalmati, Ms. Gulkis, 

Mr. Freed 

BACK ROW: Ms. Carr, Mr. Hayes, Mr. 

Hoskins, Mrs. Cochran, Ms. Ericsson, Mrs. 

Willis, Ms. Power, Mrs. Gallagher, Mr. 

Pierangeli 
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BOYS’ BASKETBALL RECAP 
By Emma Loving 

This season East Boys’ Basketball made history as the first team since 1983 to make the State Playoffs. The highlight of the 

season was when they beat Coatesville High School (the number one 

seed) at home 49-43 to advance to the third round of the district 

playoffs and ensuring a spot in State Playoffs. 

“We had East fans in the crowd who made the trip to support us and 

they rushed the court. It was incredible,” said Junior Matt Pattyson. 

Standout players this season were Pattyson, who was a leader on 

the court, Senior Blake Peterson, as a dominant big man, and Sen-

iors Justin O’Neil and Tommy Strasburger as the leading scorers. 

Strasburger received  2nd team all-league while O’Neil received 

honorable mention. 

Although they fell to Bangor High School 57-37 in the first round of 

States, Pattyson is very proud of the team and their success this 

season. He said, “I’m proud of the fact that we proved the doubters 

wrong through hard work. Believing in ourselves was all we need-

ed.” The Patriots ended their season with a record of 16 wins and 12 

losses.   

    

 

Tommy Strasburger 

Blake Peterson Justin O’Neil 
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DIP, DIVE, DUCK, DODGE! The tenth annual East Dodgeball Tournament was held on Thurs-

day, February 25 in the main gym. 

Dodgeball is one of the most highly antic-
ipated events at East, and winning the 
title is one of the greatest honors an East 
student can receive. This year, 29 teams 
competed for the glory of Dodgeball 
Champion. They each arrived enthusiasti-
cally dressed in creative themes such as 
hula girls, wrestlers, boxers, inmates, and 

more. 

Teams went to extreme lengths in their 
quest for victory. For example, Team Bak-
ing Soda recruited a player with a strong 
arm from New Jersey to build their roster. 
However, Baking Soda fell short in the 
semi-final round. Composed of six senior guys, Black Salmon was the 
team to beat heading into the tournament. However, they suffered a heartbreaking loss to 
Untouchaballs, dismantling their playoff aspirations. Balltastic, a team of solely junior boys, 
won the tournament with only one loss on their record. On the girls’ side, the Inmates, also 
comprised of only junior girls, had four wins and two losses to eventually clinch the gold. De-
spite heartbreaking losses and questionable rulings on the court, the night was tremendously 

successful, and participants had a great time while raising money for Team Greene.  

Tenth Annual Dodgeball Tournament  
By Kayla Storm and Emma Loving 

Even
ts 

Photo by  Kayla Storm 

Balltastic poses with the boys’ trophy. The Inmates rep the girls’ trophy.  
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 Tenth Annual Dodgeball Tournament  

Rachel Moran and Kate Wilkinson of the Average Joes remain 

focused during a game.  

Nick Yerkes of Ball of Duty winds up for a shot. 
Paige Weiss and Micaela Kitchen wrestle for a ball. 

Team Baking Soda excitedly awaits the start of a game. 

Untouchaballs celebrates after a win.  Hawaiian Punch laughs despite a few losses.  
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The Big Short Movie Review 

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

By Brooke Grant 

Producing an astounding 
65.7 million dollars in box office 
sales in 2015 leading into 2016, 
this remarkable film opens the 
doors to the corrupt and fraudulent 
minds in the marketing world. The 
Big Short, directed by Adam 
McKay, is a comedy-drama based 
on the housing market crash in the 
early 2000s. For the full 2 hours 
and 10 minutes, the audience is 
engaged by the unique characters 
and suspenseful plot. The film re-
veals the flawed market and the 
overwhelming control money has on 
people to make them to commit fraud for their own greed. It follows the lives of businessmen who fig-
ure out the inevitable crash and follows their actions towards the end result. The film is able to explain 
the marketing realm to everyday viewers in a clear and understandable manner.  

The movie takes place in New York in the early 2000s. Michael Burry, Mark Baum and Jared 
Vennett are all men within the banking business so their lives coincidentally become twisted together 
when they discover groundbreaking information. Along with Ben Rickert and Jamie Shipley, the men 
are able to work with one another to find the truth about the corruption taking place right under the 
nation’s nose. Most are against them, stating the housing market won’t ever crash, so the clever busi-
nessmen then bet millions against these companies that it will eventually collapse. They continue to talk 
with big corporations and investigate into the flaws of the industry. Their actions result in making a 
fortune since they take advantage of the predictable ruin. The journey takes place over the years in 
the early 2000s until the unavoidable crash in 2008, along with the results shortly after.  

This outstanding cast is filled with stars such as Christian Bale, Brad Pitt, Steve Carell, and 
Ryan Gosling. The talented cast helps to make the movie entertaining and realistic. The serious topic is 
coupled with likeable characters, which results in an enjoyable film to watch. The film opens the pub-
lic’s attention to all that goes on in the banking world without their knowledge. The audience can wit-
ness the corruption and overall injustice of the housing market in the early 2000s. It is able to spark 
fury and disgust in the audience. Although this topic is complex and confusing at times, the film does an 
effortless job explaining the same information in understandable, comprehensible terms; as well as 
describing the diverse characters. At some points it seems slow, but it still keeps our interest. The 
unique characters and thought-provoking plot make this movie one to recommend.  

After watching this film, the audience realizes how much the business and marketing world 
keeps hidden from the public. It is shocking to learn how corrupt minds are controlling money and mil-
lions of lives with only their personal greed as the end goal. It is an important film to see to learn 
about what really goes on behind closed doors. The Big Short, is an engaging and entertaining movie 
that would be rated an A-. The only negative is how it there is big business New York talk which the 
average viewer might not be familiar with. Overall this remarkable film opens the doors to the corrupt 
and fraudulent minds in the marketing world with an entertaining and fascinating story.  

M
ovie R

eview
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Photo from trilbee.com 
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Philly Music Scene: Brotherly Love 
By Katy Woodruff 

 Philadelphia is not always known as being the friendliest city, but its music scene has proven itself to 
be a place where bands have united to create a community that is inclusive and exciting. To gain insight into 
an important aspect of Philadelphia’s culture, its music scene, I spoke to some key players that live in that 
world. I spoke with Bryan Schreck, manager for The Lawsuits, Katie Frank, and Dirty Dollhouse.  
 
Bryan is mostly involved with the indie rock aspect of this scene. When asked what sets Philadelphia apart he 
said, “There is a very tangible feeling of community in Philly. Everyone is super accessible no matter what gen-
re of music they perform. You can walk into a house and see a hip-hop act like Ground Up in the kitchen and 
then turn to see The Districts hanging in the living room; and they’re both there for a 
surprise party for a member of The Lawsuits (that party actually happened). This 
also leads to some really interesting collaborating and boundary pushing. For a long 
time, it felt like we were always getting overlooked for places like Brooklyn, Now I 
would argue that Philly has become a standard for other cities to catch up to.” 

I was also able to speak with Casey Cavaliere, the guitarist for The Won-
der Years, about his experiences in Philadelphia and coming up in this scene. I asked 
how he thought the Philadelphia music scene is different from other areas. Cavaliere 
said, “Philadelphia has a very rich musical history spanning many genres.  Even 
though Philadelphia may be best known internationally for producing artist like Boys 
II Men and Will Smith in the modern R & B and Hip-Hop styles, it has a uniquely ec-
lectic music scene that has artists pushing the creative envelop in all directions, along 
with fans that support that innovation across a broad spectrum.” 
 
             What is it about the music (and music scene) in Philadelphia that you enjoy the most? 
 

 “Philadelphia is home to some of the best music venues in the country, including Union Transfer, The 
Fillmore, The Electric Factory, TLA, and Festival Pier. A good venue is crucial to sustaining and nurturing any 
music scene, both large and small. With a large number of great sounding intimate rooms across the city, local 
artists have more places to play, which in turn, gives them the chance to grow their fan base and improve their 
craft.  As a touring musician, I can honestly say that playing a great venue makes all the difference in the 
world.  A great venue makes the show better for musicians and fans alike. This creates a cycle of harmony that 
promotes growth within a music scene, and is one of Philadelphia's biggest assets.”  

Do you feel that the music accurately reflects the city?  

“Absolutely. Art always reflects the lives and environment of those who create it. The type of musician you are 
is a direct result of the person you have become. The people of this city are known to be hard-working, hum-
ble, and genuine. You get respect by earning it here, and the same goes for musicians. Nothing is handed to 
you in this city as a musician, and I believe that fact breeds a strong work ethic in Philly artist from the start. As 
a north-eastern US city that sees both brutal winters and blistering summers, Philadelphia has a toughness that 
is felt in its music, as well as a lyrical sarcasm and bluntness that mirrors the scene of humor and bitter honesty 
shared by many of this city’s neighborhoods. With that being said, Philadelphia is, of course, the city of broth-
erly love.  So, there is much to be said about the overwhelming devotion music fans in this city once you’ve won 
them over.” 
 

Have you found anything surprising that the public wouldn't notice about this music scene?  

“The strength of the Philadelphia music scene has a lot to do with the surrounding network of "do-it-yourself" 
music communities. These suburban satellite scenes work as a DIY breeding 
ground for young musicians to gain experience and momentum. The Tristate 
area has a long history of underground shows in non-traditional venues such 
as VFWs, bowling alleys, churches, or youth centers. This creates a genera-
tion of kids that will grow up going to shows (and for some, performing at 
them) almost every weekend.  These “micro-scenes” act as a stepping stone 
to the larger intercity venues, and make the prospect of starting a band 
seem much more feasible. These smaller communities have given rise to a 
number of successful local acts, specifically in the punk, metal, and alterna-
tive worlds.”  

T H E  P A T R I O T  

Bryan Schreck Photo from sydex.net 

The Wonder Years Warped Tour  Photo by Derrick Austionson  
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The first annual CB East MiniTHON raised over $33,000 to fight pediatric 
cancer. East students raise their hands and form the diamond for the kids! 
 
 
 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
 
 

On March 4, students left their fourth block classes early and the six hours of dancing began. On every hour, every-

one listened to a speaker about their experiences with pediatric cancer. One of the speakers was Cadee Eberhardt 
and her parents, who talked about Cadee’s older sister Jenni and her battle with leukemia at age three. When asked 
about the experience of standing in front of her peers, Cadee said, “That was nerve-racking. I was going to say 
something but it was too emotional, even with the speech I prepared.”  
 
Among the events and games, the most anticipated was bubble soccer. With no winner, each team got to play each 
other and knock others over. Even if a dancer was not involved with the game, all the students wanted to watch. Over-
all, THON was a big accomplishment with raising $33,006.92 for childhood cancer. Leah Balderson, Sarah Donelly, 
and Katelyn Stout did an outstanding job and spent months preparing for the night. The three girls’ hard work helped 
to create something that future East classes will continue. 


